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A Record of Disgrace
Railway Collisions Which Could and

Should Be Avoided
The Interstate Commerce Coininiss

sions report for the year ending June
30 1903 shows that the railroad
casualties were 3554 killed and 47977
wounded nearly all due directly to the
sordid refusal of railroad companies-
to make any improvement in their ser-
vice for the prevention of collisions
To this number of casualties there is
to be added today the victims of a
railroad wreck in Kansas and others
sacrificed since the commission made
it report

The commission says truly that this
record is a disgrace to the American
people It is even more than that it
is an indictment of American railroad
corporations for wholesale murder
and of Congress for complicity in the
slaughter through criminal negligence

Railway collisions are preventable
as every railroad manager well knows
There are no railway collisions in
England because the law compels the
use of an efficient block system It is
as practicable to enforce such a law
in the United States as in Great
Britain but it is not easy to pass such
C law while the railroad corporations-
are permitted by the people to fill the
Senate the House and the lobby at
Washington with their attorneys and
agents

The disgrace to the American peo-
ple lies in their careless toleration of
the political activity of corporations
deriving the right to exist fron the
public and cqjoying special privi
leges presumed to be granted in con-
sideration of service rendered to the
public It is a reproach to the nation
that instead of governing its corpor-
ate creatures it tolerates their med-
dling with government in any particu
kr f

Abandoned Farms

Proposition to Pit Wall Street Capital

The New York Press prints an
article irging that sonic of the money
ill Wall Street be invested in the
abandoned farms of England
and the South to be used in working
these farms by new methods and im-
proved machinery It states that our
rural population is on the verge of
starvation and expresses the opinion
that oldfashioned ideas of fanning
are responsible

Nothing is funnier than hints on
farming evolved from the brains of
citizens of the metropolis unless it is
the spectacle which is presented by
the average city man when he under-
takes to carry out his ideas on ar is true that there are some aban-
doned farms which have been desert
tui because they did not afford a do
cent living but in the great majority

eases the man who left the farms
of the East did so because they could
do better in the richer lands of the
West or in mercantile or manufactur-
ing life in the cities It must be re-

membered that the American farmer
is not exactly like the Old World
poasartt in either aticostry or tradi
tons He may bo descended from
men who have boon farmers and noth-
ing else for generations or he may

graudson of some mechanic who
was the blacksmith or cooper or shoe
I nicer or carpenter for his neigh-
bors and with whom farming was a
side issue Iii the latter case his na-
tive ingenuity and enterprise lead him
to follow the trades to the cities Ho
is not tho yokel of English hedgerows

the Tuscan peasant knowing only
one line of work and that the most
primitive he is more likely to be a
jatkatalltrades

The cause of the decline in profits
for Eastern farmars is mainly the
competition of the West where farm
ing1 is carried on ritti large capital
and large territory Most native
Eastern farmers could make as good-

a living as ever off their farms if they
had a market for their goods 01
eculd as formerly exchange farm
product for shoos furniture cloth
injr and othar necessities The fault
lies not in the fanner but in a great
industrial development which cannot
and should not checked v

The thing Wall Street capital
cnn do however for the small former
of the East is to afford play for his
mechanical ability in handicraft
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There are thousands of villages and
lamlets in which the people could
make a better living than they can in
the cities better even than they did in
the old days if they had some indus
try which would bring in a little
money They could make their fiiriub
furnish them with most of their pro-
visions and still have time to carry on
a regular industry in the making of
furniture wood carving handweav
ing embroidery metal working lace
making and other trades which ought
not to be made obsolete by the fac
tory If enterprising New York cap
italists cared to develop industries like
these which could be carried on in the
homes of the people without inter
rupting their farm work they could
supply what is now the great need of
rural by which money can
be made to pay off the mortgage to
buy necessary farming implements
and to purchase articles of dress and
furniture which cannot be made at
he me

Senator Hoars Independence

His Idea of the Mission of a Radical
Thinker

Senator Hoars speech on the Pan
ama question has brought into prom-
inence several of his sayings and do
ings which do not directly bear on
that subject One of his aphorisms is
that an independent thinker in politics-
can do more good by staying in his
party and kicking than by going out
and flocking by himself or joining the
opposition

This is not a bad rule to follow and
it is worth consideration The im
pulse of the born radical nearly al
ways is to get out of an organization
Senator Hoar is not a born radical
but he has certain radical traits He
does not however allow these to lead
him to sever his connection with his
party He rightly thinks that ho will
be of more consequence and will have
more influence inside that party than
as a rank outsider

The truth of this is plainly shown
by the effect of his speech on the Pan
ama question If he had made that
speech as a mugwump it would not
have received half the attention that
it has If he had taken the occasion
of the Philippine war which was an
outrage to his convictions as an anti
imperialist to bolt from the party the
world would probably have grinned
and said There is another man be
come a crank in his old ago So
great is the influence upon public
opinion of ccnnection with a groat
organization

Senator Hoars aphorism is worth
the attention of young radicals who
really wish to do some good with their
convictions They are apt to feel that
they will compromise thosfc convic
tions by joining a party which does
not entirely agree with them They
will not do this if they never pretend
to believe what they do not be1ieve

Efforts will be made to induce them to
keep silent no doubt or to change
thcir opinions but they are under na
obligation to do this simply because
their neighbors wish it If thoy stay
with their party whose
ideas most nearly suit their own
work for it vote for it try to make it
in all respects what it ought to be
they may not accomplish much but
they will probably accomplish more
than they would by getting outside
and standing around growling at tho
work done by other people The
world has very little use for a chronic
faultfinder and it does not always
take the time to distinguish between
the constitutional kicker and the nan
who kicks things which are properly
lackable

I A Plea for Open Cars
Balmy Days AH Winter When They

Are Desirable

We are hearing a good deal of latu
from the advocates of the closed street-
car or perhaps it would be more ac
curate to say the opponents of the
open car

It is a pity that the agitation is not
all on the other side as there are too
few lines now on which open cars are
run That there arc plenty of people
who would use the open cars all win
ter if these were put at the service
of the public is proved by the nurn
her of passengers to be found always
on the platforms Whenever an open
car is soon it is sure to be patronized
There are days in this climate of
course during the winter when it is
uncomfortable to ride on an opon car
But such days are comparatively fow
There are Weeks at a time when tlitt
weather is balmy and a rido through
the streets of Washington is a delight
ful experience If the companies uro
encouraged in putting on closed 0014
at n certain date in the fall and run
ning them all through the season till
spring getting about in tIme

be deprived of a great deal oft its
charm No sensible healthy person
of ordinary ruggedness wishes to rida
h a closed car when he can ride out
Eide The cars axe mere boxes in size
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and when they are crowded the atmos-
phere in them becomes something
fearful to contemplate These people

suffer a cold chill at
the sight of an open car are the very
cues who are opposed to ventilation
We profess our horror when we hear
of a large number of Italians or
Greeks or other foreigners crowded
together in one room in a tenement
yet many of us do not see the objec-
tion to remaining for forty minutes
or an hour packed like sardines in a
huge dry goods box with a throng of
our fellow creatures of all sorts and
conditions The contention of these
closed car agitators who are really
cranks in a mud form is exasperat-
ingly unreasonable as their favorite
method of transportation is always
provided for them Why dont they
ride in closed cars and let the lovers
of pure air get all Of it possible

A TwelveHour Dan
A Desirable Reform Proposed in Our

Fire Department
The Times desires to record its in

dorsement of the proposed twelve
hour schedule for local fireman Its
understanding is that a bill providing-
for such a workday instead of one
twentyfour hours long is now pend
ing in Congress and it is anxious to
contribute as far it can to obtain for
the measure the favorable considera-
tion of both houses Already the pro-
posed legislation has peon indorsed by
various associations of citizens and
approved by the Commissioners The
Times feels therefore that it speaks
in this mattes for the authorities as
well as for its civilian readers

Washington buildings will be more
nearly secure from fire when its fire-

men are able to rest between tricks
when they areable to be with their
families like Other men and when
they are pennitted some part at least
of the recreation by every-

day laborer in the community Then
the service may offer some induce-

ments to men strong in mind as well

as in body The wonder is today that
so capable an organization was evoi
created when the pay is so small and
tho exactions are so great

As long as no great fire occurs
many of our legislators and many
of our citizens are apt to think
firefighting force abundantly large
They would think the same thing if
the force were only half what it is
All the alarms the authorities might
sound would not avail to these
people the old lesson that an ounce of
prevention is worth a pound of euro
But this majority wt think both of
citizens and legislators would prefer
to provide a good fire department
than to rebuild a section of their city
With fhese people rests the fate of
this twelvehour bill

Two women harpists In New York
have joined musicians union Now
the nonunionists will have nothing to

How long is Senator Smoot to be hen
pecked from the

The will of K Spaniard contains a be-

quest of 18000 to the first Spanish gen
oral who shall land In the United States
and avenge the defeats of Cuba and
the Philippines Until this went the
money Is to remain on deposit In the
Bank of Spain We know this bank is
Incorporated making Its life immortal
but we believe the deposit wilt outlive
its jcuanlfnn

The bitterest pill in the dose for those
four youngsters who ran away from
their New York home and were cap
tured in Somerville and sent back must
have been that the newspapers all re-

ferred to thorn as little boys

It may be true that the weather has
been exceptionally fin for the past two
months but lot us be cautious in brag-
ging about it until after the holidays

Emperor William has boon shooting
bOlUS but the terror of this proceeding
is lessoned by the fact that they wore
not tHe twolegged kind

people have been writing to the
NowTiork Sun complaining that they

cannot get tenthousanddollar bills to
give ns Christmas presents but per-

haps they will be ablo to make tendol
lar ones do

Somebody advocates changing tha
color of the Illumination in tho red
light district 03 a means of moral re-

generation If this moans keeping it
dark tho reform measure will not work

All the little Un banks will go broke
on the night before Christmas but the
children who are owners of them will
not be less cheerful on that noeount

The Proper Time
The time fa appwMbln

When wathew wgin
To lock up tile parlor

olilldrtn pwp in

When holly Is brought to
l The A a wle

Willie Jolmirfw ant S dc
Are busy at school

And sweeter iiwr hearty
Titan balgam er wvrrfc

There floats en ttt air a
Faint perfum fir

i The time la apprea M g
When all M ihwhl

The ream of eur soul tit
FbrvChrl8traft tKIe ntaod

With happy
Kind feeling that wt-
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New Orleans TimesDemocrat

our

teach

a

harD on

outdo

I

Som

l
Let

a

or

of

there

moreover who

houseS

hob

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

Communications From
Readers of The Times

Mortality in the District-
To the Editor of The Washington

The published mortality reports of the
Health Office without qualifying state
meats have done injury and wilt con
tinue to injure tho welfare of the Dis
trict While the statement of the
Health Officer as to the number of
deaths no one disputes the public should
know that climatic conditions are rarely
responsible the death reported-

In the first place the District of Co
lumbta has an unusually large

composed of old people soldiers
and residents who have wandered In
from all sections of the United States
In search of office and for other pur
poses These persons are near deaths
door before they reach Washington and
their early deaths in tho natural course
of things should In no manner be at
tributed to sanitary conditions

Again the insane asylum and hos-
pitals open to the army and navy In
the first instance and to the residents
of the District of Columbia and many
Outlying States in the second instance
contrlbutoa very large quota of deaths

The deaths of patients in this asylum
accommodating several thousand are
rated as District mortalities exclusively
Owing to the poor facilities offered In
the outlying counties of the adjoining
States hundreds of victims of accidents
and disease are brought to Washington
to be treated Nearly dead when they
arrive their deaths are treated as Dis-

trict losses
Hundreds of colored women from the

surrounding States come to the lyingin
hospitals of the District of Columbia
As soon as they leave the hospitals or
temporary abodes that they have oc-
cupied in the alleys and tenements
their children are neglected and hun-
dreds of deaths result This neglect
often consists of leaving children in
locked rooms of dirty tenements with
out fire or food

The deaths resulting should n6t
therefore be attributed to climatic con-
ditions In the District of Columbia It
has been charged that the high death
rate is largely due to the avaricious
ness of landlords it being asserted that
they often realize 25 per cent on their
investment in tenements

observation and experience have
demonstrated that a who hasa 25 cent In the District

It Is not the landlord who should be
censured in tho public prints for theunsanitary conditions that oxlst but

tenants or denizens themselves
The tenant of a small house Isvery destructive If given a sanitary
house he will quickly convert it through
neglect and cussedness intoan unsanitary domicile The windowpanes are soon broken holes kicked in
the plastering the locks broken and In
many the doors are taken oft
tho hlncos broken uo and used as fire-
wood Fencing is a luxury which tho
alloy abhors In other words
the tenant Is responsible for the condi-
tions that surround

His cooperation with the landlord in
the In good condition

would work immediately to his financial
and personal benefit

GKO W KING
Washington Doc 21

Public Teaching
T the Editor of The Washlnirton Tiniest

It Is a great mistake to suppose that
al teaching is confined to the work
done In a school room The greatest
university in the world is a good home
and the best Instructor Is a wise kind
affectionate devoted mother

At Chases Theater last Saturday af-
ternoon one of the churactdra placed
great stress upon the necessity of eeur
tesy and politeness in this wend Tho
lesson was strongly put and w a ser-
mon In Itself

my left was a brighteyed boy of
some eight years of age His mother-
an intelligent woman whose whole soul
was given to her child and who acted
wisely in sharing with him the amuse-
ment and instruction of the hour had
tho good tortune to see the value of
the lessons the stage afforded and the
womanly tact to cooperate In impress
i fe the presented

Twine during the performance grasses
of water were to the
interest In the play was not permitted-
to prevent hi acknowledging
bestowed upon He indicated his
gratitude by properly expressing it to

who ministered to in any way
The little fellow was un object of

study me Seeing this the motherinquiry whether I thought her boy was
likely to become a useful man 1 sug-
gested that all depended upon the
acter of the instruction and the nature
of the influences thrown about him I
intimated that two characteristics wore
plainly Indicated In physiognomy
first a strong attachment for

a great fondness for pets These
carefully guarded and

utilized would the boy an Intel-
ligent anduseful man in the world
if parents would study the nature of

their children more and Instruct and
govern accordingly they would
better know the little
follows name but I predict for him
under the tactful him by
his faithful mother a bright and pro-
ductive future A boys boat friend is
mother J RICHARD

Washington Dec 21 1

A Pointer Bean
Dp Utt Editor of The Washington Times

In your issue of December 18 tho en-

tertaining writer bf FreeHand Com
mont invites correspondence from other
workingmen on the very intoreatlnsr and
vital subject of cheap meals

We charge nothing for giving a
to Major Bean In his food experiments
The secret of tho whole matter Is wo
have no interest in a factory rolled
oats Mrs Rohrer the great authority-
on hygienic cookery says it takes four
hours to prepare It for the table It
takes just four seconds Do It thus
Take n small handful and put it in a
quart bowl adding very little salt
Then pour upon it water near the

point with sufficient force to entirely
separate the particles and moisten them
as nearly as possible all at Once Serve
immediately With a little butter
haps oleo would do have a dish

enough for a king In ex-
periment of the writer this dish with
out tea coffee or any other drink

was strictly adhered to for one month
with the following results No appre-
ciably in bodily
lute of hunger continuous se-
vere daily toll without common sore

or fatigue and perhaps the most
wonderful of all an relish
for slop as hi fellowboarders

termed it from meal to meal
Neither as one imagine was the

monotonous he contrary It
appeared that the difference in
fhd temperature of the water used

an entirely new and delicious
flavor landing the crude

nntl extreme simplicity of this food
its Is as as scien-
tific Absolute sterilization is accom

the relative 7 high tempera
ttire Of the water tin ifeJhod and regu-
larity of its saturation entirely prevents

doughy quality ao to theboarding patron and it appears
tq element

maintenance of the most redundant
health Lastly it Is absolutey pure

the sensation ofIrving cantankerous vitals
and costs not to exceed one cent per
meal B W

Washington Dec 20
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Geological Survey Issues Bulletin Tell-

ing of Systematic Investigation-

of Mining Lands

The Geological Survey has issued a bul-
letin showing the work done last sum-
mer by tho surveying parties sent to

The plans carried out during
season are part of a general

scheme for a systematic investigation of
mineral wealth So rapid Is

tho development of this treasure land
however that It Is Impossible for the
Alaska division of the Survey owing-
to Its limited appropriation to keep pae
with the latest discoveries and enter
prima

Seven survey parties spent the sum-
mer of 1908 In the Alaskan field There
they carried on work of diversified char-
acter varying from a hasty reconnais-
sance In the tundra belt of the Arctic
slope of the Seward peninsula to a close
and detailed examination of the geology
and ore bodies in the densely
region of southeastern Alaska
the parties were engaged in topographic
work five In geologic

Whatever may be the character of
these investigations each carries with
It its own peculiar Interests as well as
its special drawbacks and tests of en-
durance All require men who are will-
ing to dispense with creature comforts
and to accept with fortitude hardships
that are little realized by those who
read the official reports of the expedi-
tions

Two of tho parties in the field during
tho last summer were at work in Seward

in the Nome
southeastern Alaska

vicinity of Juneau two In central Alas-
ka between the Tanana and Yukon Riv-
ers one along the banks of tho Yukon
and one on the coast of Controller Bay

EXPLORER DISCOVERS

Archaeological Researches Prove of
Deep Interest

COPENHAGEN Dec 2L Daniel
Brunn who was sent by the government-
to the west coast of Greenland for the
purpose of making archaeological re
searches has Just returned to Copen-
hagen after a summer of successful ex-
ploration One of the most Interesting
of his discoveries was the ruins of the
house in which the famous missionary
Hans Egede lived during part of his
sojourn In Greenland

Anything relating to the life of the
famous founder of the Greenland mis
sions on the desolate coast where he
so long exiled himself ls of interest-
It was 1S2 years ago in 1721 that he sail
ed from Bergen landed in west Green-
land and established the town of God
thaab or Good

Greenland had been forgot
ten in the eight centuries that
elapsed since the ot Norway
settled there not go to
Greenland for work among the Eski-
mos He wished to help white men

He believed there must be living In
Greenland descendants of the early
Norse settlers who established tbqir
colony there In the tenth century 600
years before Columbus Much to lila
astonishment ho could find no one who
he thought was descended from white
men It Is probable however that the
Eskimos who gathered around him
were these descendants for there is lit-
tle doubt that they were mixed breeds
with considerable white blood in thoir

found no white men he
turned his attention to tho natives and
amid the greatest prlvt rinns he and his
family lived among them for many

He gained their affection show
how In some ways thoy might

make their Ufo more comfortable and
converted many of them to Christianity

Since his sojourn in west Greenland
that const has never censed to be a
political and religious dependency of
Denmark In addition to his work of

commercial company and established
trading relations between the natives
and the Scandinavian Ono of the vil-
lages of today ISgedesminde bears his

TO BUILD FINE CITY

ALONG NIPE BAY CANADA

Americans Get Control of
Along Coast

SYRACUSE D 2L Through a deal
recently closed by A Pomerpy repre-
senting tha StatesCuba Land
Company of this city be
comes the chief owner of a of
50000 acres surrounding the of
Nipe Cuba It Is intended to build a
city and establish a summer

The land has a sixmile
the bay with navigable rivers running
through It and is one day nearer Now
York than Havana In the tract are
many grazing ranges arid fruit farms
Time city of New York can be supplfod
six earlier witjt from this

from CallMrnia Former
Representative J J Boldon is one of
the chief of the Central
Cuban runs through
the property

BOAT MAKES PERILOUS
VOYAGE THROUGH ICE

BUFFALO N Y Dec 21 The
steamer J Hutchinson Captain
Smith which left Detroit on Thursday
for this port arrived here yesterday
under liar own steam

The Hutchinson was en the rocks off
Keweenaw Point Luke Superior Her
trip n recordbreaking one through the
Ice to Detroit was resumed on Thurs
day whan she sailed from that port
accompanied by two Ice breakers whleh
convoyed to clear water In Lake
Erie

GOMPERS MAKING PROGRESS
NEW YORK Doc 21 President

Gompors of the American Federation
of Labor will make another attempt
today to see r9prosontatlves of tho
Iron League and try to arrange a plan
for keeping alive Local No 2 of the
Iron workers Yesterday he remarked
I can only report progress
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JAPANS IDEA ABOUT

Chaotic Condition of Chinese Currency
System Harmful Speedy Reform

Imperative

The conclusions of the com-
mission of Japan pro-
posals of the American commission for
a uniform system of coinage for
based on the gold standard been
received from Prof Jenks by the Com-
mission on international Exchange
The suggestions of the American com-
mission are indorsed

Resolutions adopted by the Japan
commission declare the chaotic con-
dition of Chinese currency is harmful
both to China and toe countries that
have commercial relations with her It
is held that a uniform currency sys-
tem should be speedUy instituted in the
empire or at least in those regions that
are commercially important This sys-
tem should if possible be on the
gold standard The
hold that as a perfect system cannot
be obtained at once thQ American sug-
gestions should b adopted as a
or expediency-

It Is also suggested that the ratio rec
ommended for China of 32 to 1 betweengold and silver should be for
other silverusing countries that here-
after gold standard

ANOTHERCQTTON PEST
FOUND IN MEXICO

AUSTIN Tex Dee 2L James Brown
Potter of New York who is on his way
home from Mexico where he has a large
cotton plantation says that a new cot
ton pest has appeared in that country
and caused much damage to cotton In
tho past season It is a bug which seems
to have its native home in the mesquite
trees

TO REAPPEAR

BEHIND FOOTLIGHTS

Tiring of Life at Russian Court Ida
Aalberg Signs

German Manager

ST PETERSBURG Dec 2JL Despite
all of the opposition that could be
brought to bear by her husband and his
friends the beautiful Baroness Nex
Jcaoll wife of one of the Czars closest
advisors has decided to hex so

from which she retired some years ago
on the occasion of her marriage She de-
clares she line found society in the Rus-
sian capital Intolerable and desires the
freedom she once enjoyed behind the
footlights Before her marriageS as Ida
Aalberg she was a noted light of the
German stage having confined most pf
her efforts to the Interpretation of diff-
icult roles from Ibsen ijlays

When she married a few years ago
Baron Nexkaell a member of the Rus-
sian crown council it was expected
that she would tever again appear

the footlights However she has
signed a contract to reappear in Berlin
next month in the title role of a play by
a wellknown German author

FAMILY

One Son Another Jumps
and Father Tries

to Cut Throat

ROME Dec 21 Lieut VIdo of this
Eightieth Regiment of committed
suicide owing to a love by shoot-
ing himself with a revolver on board
one of the Grand Canal steamers at
Venice

The following rooming his brother at
Chipggia who was to have attended the
funeral rose at 5 oclock and afterdressing went to the top of the house
and threw himself from tim roof into
the street below shortly after-
ward

Meanwhile the father of the two who
wets at also rosa early and was
found attempting to out
hts throat but was prevented Just in
time

He is now being watched day and

TIDE MOVES 767TON

BRIDGE IN 18 MINUTES-

Huge Structure Is FloateR Fifty Feet
to a New Position

NEWARK N J Dec 2L An engi-
neering triumph was scored today at
Newark by Chief Engineer Lincoln
Bush of the Lackwanna Railroad n
the successful moving by the tide of the

steel drawbridge over the
River between Newrk and Harrison
The task was accomplished In a driving
rain storm without a single hitch

The bridge wee lifted on big scow by
the rising of tho tide floated fifty feet
to the new position and lowered to its
place by means of sand Jacks

Everything worked as planned and iu
Just eighteen minutes after the starting
signal the draw was in place at new
stone pier

President W H Trueedale was pres

M LELLAN WOULD BUY

FATHERS OLD HOME

WEST ORANGE N J Dec 21 It is
reported that George B McClellan
mayorelect of New York would like to
regain possession of the home of
father the late Gsa George B McCiel
lan which la situated on the

In West Orange
Although it many years slue the

was built it Io mftXQullent condi-
tion It contains twenty rooms one of
which is finished in ebony

BUYS RUSSIAN TOYS
ST PETERSBURG Dec 2L Tho
Novoe Yromya says America has be-

come a purchaser of toys
An order valued at 100000 hue

arrived
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COURTS AND CAPITALS

OF THE OLD 1BLD

Speaker of the House of Commons His
Immense Power and Honor-

able Office

By the MARQUISE DE FOSTEXOY

Mr Gully grandson of that John Gul-
ly who was so famous as a prizefighter
bookmaker race horse owner and Der
by winner in the early years of Queen
Victorias reign announced his In-

tention of refusing to otter himself for
reelection as speaker of the house of
commons on the completion of his pres-
ent term He has heW office for
nine years and will on his retirement
receive as usual a pension for the re-
mainder of his life of 99000 a year to-
gether with a peerage which In the

of exspeakers invariably takes the
form of a viscdunty-

It Is possible that the first commoner
in the land a title which the peaket
of the house of commons oy vir-
tue of a statute enacted several cen-
turies ago may resign before the disso
lution present parliament and agood deal of Tory pressure is being
bi ought In an way to bear upon

For it would enable the Tories who
possess a large majority in the present

to elect one own party
to the vacant chair It is athat for the seventy years t t

of the house of commons haveall been Liberals this being due to thefact that the Liberate were usually inonce when the chair was vacant
Matter of Etiquette-
It is a matter of etiquette that as long

as a speaker offers himself for reelec-
tion on the opening ot a new parliament-
he should be accepted without any con
test even if he belongs to the
which is In opposition In
contests for the speakershlp
relatively rare and last five or sixspeakers of the house of commons have
in each instance when nrat elected been
chosen without any opposition

In the event of res n
ing before the dissolution of nt

next will be by
Conservatives who are
and would be a Tory whereas if airGully defers his retirement until afterthe dissolution and merely announces
when the next that he
does not offer hrsiself
and if the to have curried
the at and to have a majority in the new house the next speak-
er would undoubtedly be once more a

Position
of the English house of

commons is a magnificent functionary
and has sometimes been declared to be
the most powerful personage of the Brit
lab empire For the latter is governed
by a parliament representing the will
of the people and by of
representing the in
the house of commons and it is the
speaker who is the authority-
of the latter He a miniher he can stop the prime
a point of procedure he can
bate he can decide the most momen-
tous constitutional a few
words spoken In private conference he
can overrule the cabinet on
which may be vital to its
which may either enhance or discredit
the authority of the house and it is he
alone who determines who Is to speak
and who Is to remain silent no secre-
tary of state even the lord
the treasury who title of
leader of the house or the premier if
he happens to be a member
chamber able to address a single
remark in parliament without having
previously obtained the permission of
the first commoner la the land by
of the peculiar process known as
Ing the speakers eye

Speakers Eye
There is no optic in the world that

has played so important a port In his
tory as the eye of the speaker Its
power and rights are not based on any
written law but on long established cus-
tom and tradition Often several mem-
bers rise in their places at one and at
the same time endeavoring to arrest
the wandering optic of the It
is then free to that august
te his selection and to indicate
the who has nermlssion to
speak While he generally concedes
priority to the newcomers who are

to address the house for the
time yet he Is so impartial hi the per-
formance of this particular duty that
within the memory of the present gen-
eration at any rate no speaker of the
house of has ever yet been
taxed

Of this extremely antiquated
by mary disadvan-

tages and if often that
are prevented from addressing the

for weeks and debarred
from taking any part In the debate
owing to failure to catch the
falling is an almost insuper-
able bar t the retentlen of the speak

The first commoner in the

Emblem of Authority
The mace which occupies so promi-

nent a position on the table of the
house of commons when the speaker is
In Jhe chair which is carried before
him by the serge tatarms in his pro-
cessions to and from the chamber and
which Is Ignominiously placed under the
table in the house ef commons on the
death or resignation of the speaker as
well us at the commencement of every
new parliament until the speaker is
elected is not as so ninny

an emblem of the authority vested

but ie a token of the authority in
trusted to the speaker by the crown
and the permanent presence of a mem-
ber of the royal In the per-
son of one of the Kings sorgeanfat

attendance on speaker is
a further Indication of the fact that
theoretically at rate the powers

b speaker are derived from
the sovereign rather than from par-
liament

In tills connection it may be added
that at the close of every session of
the house the mace Is duly surrendered
by to tho sergeant
atarms and deposited by the m

treasury now
jewel house the Tower of Lon-

don

A Magnificent Residence

The ofll of eeJter carries wth 1t
a macnlHcoHt official residence in the
northern towers of the Palace o West-
minster the bright and lofty

lighted with great
out on the Thames In addition to this
residence which is furnished and main

tar him at public expense tho
receives a salary of 30000 a

besides most generous allowances
the house te In session the speaker

gives a series of official banquets and
who attend are ex-

pected to either in or In
court evening dress
being strictly

receives his
auests in a black court suit and steel

trainbearer his his gen

the s
place In the

room tRw out to
tho north them may be seen
the stretch of the Thames embank-
ment with its perfect fairyland of elec-
tric and moving lights
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